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Prof A F. Belnbold, who Is In charg

of the Knelpp Water Cure Institute, on

Lexington avenue, said that he had heard
of a number of cases ln which people
have been seriously affected by the odor
from cut flowers.
"It affects not only sick people, but even,

at times, those who have been perfectly
well " he said. "I scarcely think that the
effect would be fatal, although I will not
say that such a result might not be possi¬
ble. The heavy perfume of lilies and vio¬
lets Is overpowering, in a close and ill-
ventilated room. I think that para.ysis
might easily result, especially if the per-
son exposed to the influence had the germs
of some sickness already Implanted in lii>

system. Paralysis Is generally the conse¬

quence of an apoplectic attack, and apo¬
plexy and headache are, In their essential
symptoms, the same. In both the sympton

a congestion In the head. And the con¬

gestion in the head that results In head¬
ache is a common result of the too heavy
odors. You see, then, how easily It might
be a degree worse.
"I do not think that the carbonic acid

gas U the cause so much as the essential
oils that all flowers contain. Each flower
has Its own peculiar kind, and some con¬

tain dangerous ingredients. The PerfnmfJof a flower Is the exhalation of Its essen i i;

oil."
Professor F. W. Jeffries, pathologist of

the Carnegie Laboratory, was at first In
diced to look upon the theory of poisonous

exhalation with a good deal of doubt.
"Why," he sakl, "doctors like to have

flowers in a sick room, you know, except
the kind whose odor is penetratingly disa¬
greeable. Of course, too, they have to be

"The young woman's symptoms, In the
ease you speak of, seem to have been
more of hysteria than of poisoning. The
hysteria, however, may have been caused
by the flowers. Too much vegetable mat¬
ter is always bad in a sick room, as most
patients are more or less affected by it. I
know of one who could not smell a tuber¬
ose without getting a frightful attack
of asthma, and of another who could not
smell pinks without a similar attack. The
effect of odors on the nerves depends on

the peculiarities of each individual. Hys¬
teria may easily result, and the conse¬

quences of hysteria may be very serious.
And these consequences are much more

likely to affect those who have had some

illuess or weakness. This actress says she
was never ill, and I have no doubt she
honestly believes so: but I have met a

great many who have thought that who
in reality have been subject to fainting
spells, attacks of indigestion or other
things that to a doctor are illness. Possi¬
bly she has had some ailment not noted
by herself, which rendered her a more

easy victim to the violets."
Dr. Green, of the Bellevue staff, said:
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ft New York Physician Discovers the
Reason for Delirium Tre¬

mens horrors.
A Xew York oculist has now discovered The only logical deduction from these

just why it is that drunkards and especially facts was that it was something inside of

people suffering from delirium tremens the eye, some physical object visible to the
"see snakes." Hitherto it has been sup-1 seeing sense, that created the snake im-

DIAGRAM OF THE EYE. BLOOD VEINS OF THE EYE.

1. CELEROTIC; 2. CHOROID; 3, CILIARY MUSCLE; 4, CORNEA; 5, IRIS; 6, AQUEOUS HUMOR; 7, LENS; 8, VITREOUS HUMOR; 9, RETINA
OPTIC NERVE.

HOW ANYBODY CAN SEE SNAKES IN HIS EYE.
careful' not to have in a room

flowers whose pollen will irritate
the membranes of the throat and
nose. It seems to me, though,' that the
fact of those 3,000 violets being in Miss
Connolly's room was a coincidence only. I
don't think they could have made her sick,
without the concurrent action of some

other cause."
The Doctor is an authority on bacteriol¬

ogy and germs.
"Mightn't It have been the result of

germs?" he was asked. And at this he be¬
came very thoughtful.

"It is certainly possible," he said, "for a

decaying plant to give growth to certain
germs that, floating In the atmosphere, may
cause serious effects. I say possible, but
not, as it seems to me, probable. We have,
however, no knowledge of how germs will
grow on plants undergoing a rotting or de¬
generative process. The process has never,
I believe, been the subject of close observa
tlon, and it is possible that a scientific
study on those lines would develop surpris¬
ing facts. It is possible, I think, for germs
to be formed on decaying flowers that, get¬
ting into the system, might do serious
harm."

Dr. Whitfield Ward, the throat specialist,
of No. 128 East Thirty-sixth street, said:
"Poisoning by flowers is a poisoning by

carbonic acid gas, thrown off in the process
of decay. A case very similar to that of
Miss Connolly came under my own observa¬
tion some ten years ago. A young woman

went to sleep in a tightly closed room, with
a great mass of cut flowers on the table.
In the morning she was in a semi-comatose
condition, with torturing pains in the head
and a feeling of numbness and almost par¬
alysis in her limbs. There was no doubt in
my mind that it was the consequence of in¬
haling the carbonic acid gas from the
flowers.
"Cases in which the throat is seriously af¬

fected by the penetrating odors of flowers
I meet with very commonly, and the mat¬
ter of flowers in a sick room is a point over

which I have to exercise the greatest
watchfulness. The bronchial tubes are

easily affected and nausea is often caused."
At the New York Hospital it was stated

that there had been no recent eases of
sickness caused by flowers, but the house
physician said that a couple of years ago
there had been a patient there suffering
from asthma, which had been caused by
breathing air that was too heavily laden
with the perfume of flowers.

I>r. Robert G. M. Taft, house physician
at Believue Hospital, said:

"Cases like this are the result of personal
susceptibility to sensations carried to an

extreme. A personal idiosyncrasy that ren¬

dered Miss Connolly subject to the per¬
fume of flowers is, apparently, what
caused her to succumb. One person is
subject to one influence, and another per¬
son to a different influence. Such things
are dependent altogether on the individ¬
ual. Fainting and coma are not un¬

usual consequences of such influ¬
ences. The peculiar odor, combined
with the noxious gases exhaled by
the flowers, are what probably caused the
young woman's condition, and having
been overcome once, she will doubtless be
an easier victim in future."
The florists, not unnaturally, state that

they do not believe that flowers can have
any distinctively evil effects, although they
acknowledge that they are debarred from
sick rooms in some cases.
One Fifth avenue florist, however, was

found who said that he believed a man

would run the risk of losing his life by
sleeping in a close room with common Eng¬
lish ivy, and that he had actually heard
of one fatal case of that kind occurring.
That the entire subject is so little un¬

derstood is the more remarkable from the
fact that the danger from such exhala¬
tions was known centuries ago.
Andronicus, in writing of Arabia Felix,

said:
"By reason of myrrh, frankincense, and

hot spices there growing, the air is so

obnoxious to the brains of the inhabitants
that at some times they cannot withstand
its influence."

THE UNDER DOG.
I know that the world, the great big world,
From the peasant up to the king,

Has a different tale from the tale I tell
And a different song to sing.

But -for me, and I care not a single fig
If they say I was wrong or am right.

I shall always go in for the weaker dog,
For the under dog In the fight.

I know that the world.the great big
world.

Will never a moment stop
To see which dog may be in the fault,
But will shout for the dog on top.

But for me, I never shall pause to ask
Which dog may be in tfte right,

For my own heart will beat, while it beats
at all.

For the under dog in the fight.
.By Barker, Train-Robber.

posed that the "snakes" which men re¬

ported having seen in their alcoholic de¬
lirium were simply Creatures of the imag¬
ination.
Now we know that these hallucinations

have an actual basis. This exists in certain
veins of the eye which become filled with
dark, pulsating blood as a result of alco¬
holism, making tliejn resemble snakes in
appearance and motion.
The New York oculist who has made

these discoveries is Dr. A. Edward Davis,
of No. 22 East Forty-first street. The in¬

vestigations which he lias made along the
line of alcoholic hallucinations are alto¬
gether new.

Nobody ever supposed before that there
was any basis for the snakes which alco¬
holics reported after sobering up further
than vivid impressions made upon the mind
by an imagination already excited by alco¬
hol. But in studying this question Dr.
Davis, who is quite a young man, was im¬
pressed by the fact that nearly all the hal¬
lucinations reported by alcoholic patients
were those of things they had seen.

If, he argued, these hallucinations were

the result purely of an imaginative process
excited by alcoholic stimulants, it was

surprising that drunkards after sobering
up did not report hearing strange noises,
feeling strange sensations, or tasting or

smelling some new and powerful substance.
In other words. Dr. Davis soon saw. after
he began the study of alcoholic hallucina¬
tions, that 99 per cent of them were of
things seen.

The sense of sight was the only one of
the five senses that was appealed to nno

excited in nearly every case. Coming down
then to the hallucinations described by
patients as having been experienced while
in a state of delirium tremens, Dr. Davis
found that in the vast majority of cases

they consisted of snakes.
Out of a large number of such patients

examined, every one reported seeing snakes
while in delirium. Statistics on this sub¬
ject collected by Dr. Davis show that 95

p-T cent of the visual hallucinations expe¬
rienced in delirium tremens consist of
serpents in one form or another.
Some men reported seeing dragons, others

thought they had been visited by their
mothers-in-law, and in still other cases hor¬
rible creatures with fiery eyes and forked
tongues had crawled up toward them. But
even in such Cases the dreadful apparition
which had frightened the patient was near¬

ly always accompanied; preceded or fol¬
lowed by plain, ordinary every-day snakes
that wriggled and contorted iu full view of
the victim.

pression on the mind. Under these circum¬
stances Dr. C. L. Dana suggested to Dr.
Davis that he study the condition of the
fundus of the eye in alcoholic patients
while they were in a state of delirium
tremens.

At the same time Dr. Dana afforded Dr.
Davis entrance to the alcoholic wards at
Bellevue Hospital, for the purpose of mak¬
ing an investigation. In these investiga¬
tions Dr. Davis has examined sixteen differ¬
ent patients in the alcoholic wards of Belle¬
vue.

Eight of these were acute drunkards and
eight were actually in a state of delirium
tremens while he was making his examina¬
tion. Dr. Davis used an opthalmoscope in
studying these cases.

With this instrument he was enabled to
look into the eyeballs of the patients while
they were lying in a bed suffering all the
tortures of delirium tremens. I he tiist
scrutiny enabled him to see the snakes.
In every delirium tremens patient the op-

thalmoscope revealed to the '.-jtonished gaze
of the oculist the twisting, moving serpents.
An unprofessional observer looking into the
eye of such a patient would have believed
from the sinuous motion that these were

actual serpents, worms or caterpillars of
some kind or other. But to the experienced
eye of the oculist they were known at once

to be the blood veins of the retina.
But it was clear to Dr. Davis that they

were in no ordinary condition. In every one

of the sixteen cases examined by him in the
alcoholic wards of Bellevue the blood veins
of the retina were found to be abnormal and
extraordinary. Instead of being pale and
almost Invisible, as is their condition under
ordinary circumstances, they were dark, al¬
most black, with congested blood, thick and
swollen.
These blood veins of the retina have no

visible motion in ordinary circumstances.
But Dr. Davis discovered that in delirium
tremens patients they have a clearly visible
motion that is somewhat Irregular and gives
them the twisting, Crawling motion of ser¬

pents.
He explains this on the ground that the

heart of such a patient Is in a weak, irreg¬
ular condition. With a heart weakened by
alcoholic excesses pumping darkened blood
into the veins of the eye. these veins become
clearly visible and take on a decided snake¬
like motion. Here is what Dr. Davis Fays in
summarizing the results of his work.

"Ordinarily, the retinal vessels are so

small and semi-transparent that they are

not projected into the field of vision and
made visible. But when, as occurs in
delirium tremens, the vessels become pas¬
sively dilated, tortuous, pulsating and filled
with dark blood, dark enough, as I believe,
to be projected indistinctly into the field
of vision and to be seen, they appear as

snakes.
'"the tortuosity of the vessels would nat¬

urally resemble in shape a snake, and the
constant motion of the blood through them
would give the motion always present In
such cases. With a befuddled brain, these
objects could be easily transformed into
any other objects and distorted into end¬
less forms. The psychical condition of the
patient may play some part In the forma¬
tion of the hallucinations of delirium tre¬
mens, but I believe the true and main
cause lies in the circulatory condition of
the fundus of the eye."
The discoveries of Dr. Davis were doubted

by some of his friends when he recently
revealed to them what he had found. They
said that no man could see the veins In
his eye, whether drunk or sober.
By further experiment Dr. Davis demon¬

strated that in this they were wrong. He
found by an analysis of the tissue of the
retina that the veins are in front of the
seeing apparatus. Ordinarily these veins
are invisible, because the blood is in nor¬

mal condition.
But a patient suffering from delirium

tremens lies down and has an abnortiaal
amount of blood pumped into his head.
That blood Is dark and thick as a result
of his alcoholic condition. ,

It swells and
distorts the veins of the retlrfa.
The retina is hardly thicker than a sheet

of paper, yet it consists of ten clearly de¬
fined layers of tissue. The tenth, or out¬
side, layer.that is, the one furthest from
the centre of the eye, contains the seeing
apparatus.
The blood veins, which supply the retina,

on the other hand, are situated in its first
four layers. They are thus situated in
front of the seeing apparatus, being nearer

to the centre of the eye, and between the
retina and the light.
This has been demonstrated by what Is

known to all oculists and described in all
works on the eye as Perkinje's experiment.
By this simple experiment a man is enabled
to see the snakes In his own eyes withojit
the necessity of going through the delirium
tremens process.
Perkinje's experiment consists of throw¬

ing a ray of light through the white of
the eye and out at the front. The man

who wishes to see the snakes in his eye
should be taken into a darkened room and
should then turn the cornea or front of his
eye as near as possible toward his nose.

This exposes a pood deal of the white of
the eye. An assistant should then take an

ordinary two-inch lens in one hand and,
opening the eye as far as possible with the
other, should by means of the lens throw
a ray of light from a gas jet against the
white of the eye. The tissue of the eye
at this point is so delicate that it is sus¬
ceptible to the passage of light.
The patient, looking at a darkened wall

under such circumstances, will clearly per¬
ceive the shadows of the veins in his retina.
There are four of these principal veins,
two supplying the upper and two the lower
halves of the eye, and rnere are likewise
small veins and arteries that carry back
the blood to the heart. The larger of these
veins are made clearly visible by Perklnje's
experiment, which proves that the per¬
ceptive layer of the retina ts situated tol¬
erably far behind the fibrous layer contain¬
ing the veins.
Thus do men see snakes. Lying upon a

couch, the delirium tremens patient clearly
sees the black and swollen veins in his
eye, ordinarily invisible, and a vivid im¬
pression is made upon liis mind. These
veins have a clearly defined motion, re¬

sembling that of snakes, and as they come
to a common centre at the optic nerve the
patient readily believes that they are ap¬
proaching him.

It requires but a slight effort of the
imagination to supply the heads, mouths
and forked tongues of actual serpents.
Thus is the picture completed, and the un¬

happy victim of delirium tremens convinced
that he is in a den of serpents, all com¬

ing at him with their mouths open and
bent upon devouring him.

BIGGEST BUILDING MOVED.
A Big Freighthouse Carried Two Feet Every

Hour for Over Five
Days.

The largest building ever moved in this
country was a freight warehouse of the B.
& O. R. R. in Baltimore, which was moved
September 8 to 12. The building is 440 feet
long, 120 feet wide and 60 feet high. It Is
a wood and iron structure, and was moved
to make room for a new dock. The work
-consumed five and a half days.
The building contained a great quantity

of freight, among which were 3,000 cases

of china and crockery, but not a dish was
cracked In the moving. The men were en¬

gaged Ave weeks making preparations for
the move. On top of the old and the new
foundations were placed the sills on tracks
upon which the building was to run. These
tracks numbered forty, each consisting of
two 0x12 inch timbers. On top of these
were placed the 1,000 rollers, each a piece
of 5-inch pipe 3 feet in length. There were

twenty-five rollers to each of the forty
tracks. Between the top of the rollers and
the floor beams of the building were ar¬

ranged more of the 0x12 inch timbers. In
all, 6,600 of the 6x12 inch timbers were

used, each about 30 feet long.
The 255 wooden pillars which supported

the warehouse were then sawed away, and
the structure rested upon the l-ollers. Along
one side of the building were placed forty
five-ton screw jacks. They were braced
against a railroad track, an adjoining ware¬

house and the tracks upon which the rollers
ran. Two men stood at each jack. At a

given signal the men responded with mili¬
tary'precision, and each jack was given a

quarter of a turn, moving the great buildinjr
a fraction of an inch. Afterward the
progress average 2 feet an hour for 5% days.
The structure arrived at its new founda¬

tion without a strained timber or a bolt.
The jacks were again used in raising the
warehouse enough to allow the removal of
the jacks, after which it was lowered to the
new foundation. The structure cost ,$35,00t)
ten years ago, and it cost .$15,000 to make
the removal.

CYCLING FOR THE INSANE.

French Lunatics Will Ride on Bicycles for
the Benefit of Their

Minds.

It is announced in European medical
journals that French lunatics are to be sup¬
plied with bicycles. Certain Parisian spe¬
cialists in mental disorders Intend, it
seems, to try the influence of bicycling upon
a mind diseased, in the hope that the ex¬

hilaration of rapid motion, combined with
the call upon the nerves which Is needed
to control the flying wheel, should have

good results.
As long as the patient keeps within his

asylum grounds, he may, no doubt, obtain
benefit and can do no harm. The interest
will culminate when, half-healed, he seeks
a wider field. Should he slip his attendant
.a not impossible contingency.a series of
adventures might well ensue.

UNRIVALLED IN ALL THE WORLD.
Lieut-Governor of Vermont Made Well by the Great Con¬

queror of Disease, Dr. Greene's Nervura.
Known and Honored All Over the United States, Famous Brigadier-

General Thomas, Lieut.-Governor of Vermont, Tells Those
Who Desire to Get Well That Dr. Greene's Nervura Is the
Medicine Which Will Surely Cure Them.

The honored Lieutenant-Governor of

a great State has been cured by Dr.

Greene's Nervura blood and nerve rem¬

edy.
Dr. Greene's Nervura is the medicine

which always cures.

Who can doubt this after reading of
its wonderful cure of General Thomas,
Lieutenant-Governor of Vermont, given
in the illustrious soldier-statesman's
own words. General Thomas, who re¬

sides in Montpelier, Vt., is one of the
foremost figures in America to-day.
From State Representative he became

Senator, was afterward Judge of Pro¬

bate, and then made Brigadier-Gen-
eral. He was commissioned by Presi¬
dent Grant Pension Agent for Vermont
and elected by the people Lieutenant-
Governor of the State.

Here is what thi3 man of eminence

says of Dr. Greene's Nervura blood
and nerve remedy, and of his cure by
the use of thi3 wonderful medicine:

"I am pleased at this opportunity to
add my testimonial to the worth of Dr.

Greene's Nervura blood and nerve

remedy. The eighty-six years of life's

journey left its touch upon me in the

form of rheumatic pains. I have found
benefit and relief from the use of Dr.

Greene's Nervura and give my permis¬
sion to publish this letter for others'

good."
Dr. Greene's Nervura blood and nerve

remedy will cure you just so surely as

you take it.
It will certainly make you well and

strong.
It is by far the greatest and best

medicine in the world to-day, and has
a record of cures unparalleled in the

history of medical science.

The ablest physicians everywhere
recommend Dr. Greene's Nervura as

the one remedy sure 10 cure, the one

restorative absolutely certain to replace
weakness and disease by health and
strength.
And now the Lieutenant-Governor of

Vermont speaks to the people from his
high official position, and for the good
of all who are sick, suffering or out of
health, tells what this most marvellous

medicine of the age, Dr. Greene's Ner¬

vura, has done for him, and advises all
to use it and be restored to health.
Now is your golden opportunity to

get well. Now it is for you to decide
whether you will remain in your con¬

dition of weakness and ill-health, or

be cured as you surely can be, by this

grand restorer of strength and vigor.
Dr. Greene's Nervura blood and nerve

remedy.
You cannot afford to be sick; you owe

it to your friends, to your family, to

yourself, to get well, and here, right
at your hand, is the means to once

more make you strong, energetic and

robust, to give you again the sturdy
power of sound vigor and perfect
health. Try Dr. Greene's Nervure.
You will never regret It.

Dr. Greene's Nervura blood and nerve

remedy is not a so-called patent medi¬
cine, but the discovery of the *. f

successful specialist in curing
and chronic diseases, Dr. c

W. 14th st., New York <~

be consulted, free of ch
or by letter.


